
 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MILEHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

ON TUESDAY 11th February 2020 @ 7.30PM 

 

 

Present: 

 Councillor A Cutbill (Chairman)  

 Councillor M Bergan 

 Councillor J Powell  

 Councillor M Butler-Stoney 

 

 

 1 Parishioners 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Councillor Harmer sent her apologies as was unable to attend.    

2.  Declarations of Pecuniary Interest  

 There were no DPI’s  

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting. 

Councillor Butler-Stoney proposed and Councillor Powell seconded the resolution that the minutes 

of the meeting on 7th January 2020 having been circulated be approved. All were in favour and the 

minutes were duly signed by Councillor Bergan   

4. Public Participation 

 4.1 To receive reports from the County and District Councillor 

Norfolk County Council (NCC) has made a submission to the Boundary Commission (BC) as part of 

the consultation being carried out into the areas which Councillor elected to NCC will represent.  

The submission allocated Division boundaries based on a roughly equal number of electors in each 

area, population growth to 2025 is also considered.  The NCC submission was due to be discussed on 

February 3rd at an Extraordinary Council meeting.  However, there has been an objection at the 11th 

hour to the housing growth projections from a district council and the whole process will have to be 

revisited using revised methodology.  As before NCC will work with all the district councils and the 

BC to ensure that any reworked proposals represent a consistent approach across the County.  

Consequently, the consultation period has been extended by the BC to the 24th March. 

NCC has worked hard over the last 18 months to ensure that the Norfolk Library Service is fit for 

purpose and offers more than just lending books.  All libraries now offer computer access, free Wi-

Fi, self-service, out of hours access through the Open Library scheme as well as lending books.  

Each of the 47 libraries have additional offers, what additional facilities are available at your nearest 

library can be viewed on the NCC website.  There is an application called Libby which is available 

on most tablet operating systems which enables registered users of NCC libraries to download books, 

and an application called Press Reader which allows access to thousands of newspapers and 

magazines online.  All these services are available with an NCC library card and an associated pin. 

As part of a commitment to shorten journeys to special schools for children requiring special needs 

education NCC are planning to build 4 new special schools in Norfolk.  One of the new schools is 

planned to be built in Fakenham for children and young people with autism.  The new school will be 

built on the former Fakenham College site and will take up to 100 pupils aged between 5 and 16.  A 

planning application will be submitted this month and the school could accept the first pupils in early 

2022. The Councils budget will be set at the meeting of the Council on the 17th February.   

 

The Councils budget will be set at the meeting of the Council on the 17th February.  The government 

has agreed a one off grant towards adult social care and the proposal is to increase Council Tax (2% 

increase in  the Adult Social Care precept and 1.99% increase in the general rate), this is insufficient 

to cover the inflationary and demand cost increases projected in 20/21 and certainly not enough to 

reverse any of the reductions in service applied in previous years.  We are still waiting for 

government to make a firm decision on business rate retention as a funding stream for local 



 

 

government and to implement the Fairer Funding formula which would see rural counties such as 

Norfolk receive a larger slice of national funding.  The central government budget that could address 

these issues has been delayed from February until March and is therefore beyond the date which 

NCC must set its budget. 

NCC Local Transport Plan 2020-2036.  The last Transport Plan was agreed in 2011, Since t hen 

there have been many changes to the way and how much they travel, shopping on the Internet, local 

transport schemes, car sharing etc have all changed the way and why we travel.  NCC want to know 

the priorities that the public place on transport; what is required and how it will be used up to 2036.  

Responses can be made on the NCC website until 28th February.   

Norfolk Rail Prospectus 2020. NCC wants the views of the public as to what is required of the rail 

network and what benefit are expected from an improved rail network.  We will use a consultation 

which runs until the 28th February to gather views that will provide evidence for an updated Rail 

Prospectus which will be used to influence the delivery plans of the rail industry. 

District Councillor Carter, updated us with the Breckland Forum which is being held 12th February at 

Breckland house, Dereham. The doors open 5.30pm, there will be networking stalls to visit and a 

presentation by Leader of the Council, Councillor Sam Chapman-Allen, and the Chief Executive, 

Anna Graves, 

Breckland are continuing the Better broadband scheme until the end of March as this has increased 

super-fast broadband by 94%. 

Breckland are investing £215,000 which will help disrupt organised crime in the district and support 

local towns to thrive.  The first of these schemes will see £60,000 invested in the installation of new 

Automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) technology in Breckland to support Norfolk 

constabulary detect, deter and disrupt criminal activity. The cameras are able to read car number 

plates so criminals can be tracked, and police forces notified if a criminal’s vehicle comes into the 

area.    

Breckland are also supporting local towns with a budget of £100,00.  Swaffham will work with 

 Historic England to develop plans to revive the high street and restore local historic Characters.  

District councilor Carter reported that Breckland council has launched an empty home support 

programme in an attempt to get homes back into the private rented sector. The grant of up to £11,500 

is available to help homeowners refurbish them, in return these homes must be made available on the 

Housing Register to ensure local residents benefit from increased local accommodation.   

Breckland will be raising the commonwealth flag on the 9th March 2020 

5. Matters for Report 

5.1-VE Day Grant. The Clerk reported that a village committee had been set up to organised a 

celebration of VE Day. Breckland Council have funds available to help with the costs provided they 

arematch funded by a Parish Council.  The Parish Council is prepared to match fund up to £250, this 

was proposed by Councillor Butler-Stoney proposed, seconded by Councillor Powell and agreed by 

all Councillors.  

5.2-Bottle Bank Pit-is looking untidy. The Clerk will obtain some quotes to repair the metal posts 

and for the grass to be cut and maintained.  

5.3 Feedback/update from B1145 Meeting. Councillor Powell attended a meeting in September 

2019, where villages located on the route met to discuss shared problems and discuss a joint response 

to Norfolk County Council. Discussions will continue and further traffic date will be provided to the 

Council.  

5.3-Overhanging trees update- Councillor Butler-Stoney reported back that the trees opposite the 

Castle had been inspected following the previous Parish council request. The trees are healthy but 

will continue to be monitored (it was reassuring that during the recent storms no trees were damaged. 

5.5-Dog bin placement discuss warning signage. Dog poo is still not being picked up in the village, 

therefore the clerk will get some quotes about displaying some signs with warnings on them.  

5.6-Contact with Council over school and land sale-County Councillor Kiddle-Morris updated us 

that Norfolk County Council are in the process of putting a proposal forward. It was advised that 

Mileham Parish Council will need to contact Head of properties at NCC to put a case forward again 

of our interest in becoming trustees. This is so that when the sale of the property and playing field 



 

 

goes ahead, the money can be reinvested back into Mileham.  The question was asked on who is 

maintaining the old school building and County Councilor Kiddle-Morris is going to find this 

information out.  

6. Highways  

 6.1 To receive a report on highways matters raised at the previous meeting.  

The Clerk is monitoring the reported potholes and they are being actioned within 2/4 weeks of being 

reported. Therefore, all previous potholes have been checked by highways and are in the process of 

being repaired.  

6.2 To note any new problems within the parish.  

The clerk reported that a drain cover/pothole on the Street has been reported and reported three large 

potholes on Back Lane need urgent attention.  

7 Planning  

7.1 Applications 

7.1.1-3PL/2020/0030/HOU-Meadow Cottage, Single Storey Extension to North Elevation. 

7.1.2-3PL/2020/0038/HOU-Firs Bungalow, side and rear extension to existing residential dwelling, 

loft conversion and garage.  

7.1.3-3PL/2019/1534/HOU-Achalay, Front kitchen extension, garage conversion, removal of 

chimney.  

7.2 Decisions 

7.2.1-3PL/2019/1514/HOU-High Trees, conversion of attached garage to form habitable 

accommodation. Construction to New detached garage…APPROVED.  

8. Finance. 

 8.1 Budgets as circulated  

Councillor Powell proposed and Councillor Cutbill seconded the resolution on the circulation of the 

budgets.  

 8.2 Balances and cheques for authorisation as circulated.  

Councillor Powell proposed and Councillor Bergan seconded the resolution on the authorisation of 

the cheques.   

9. Correspondence for circulation. 

The Clerk received an email from a parishioner regarding a damaged verge on the Beeston road, this 

verge has been reported previously but on this occasion the parishioner’s car had slid into the ditch 

and needed to be pulled out. The Clerk will report this again and Councillor Kiddle-Morris is going 

to look into this further.  

Another email was received regarding the junction at back lane and titleshall road, a parishioner has 

been very close to having accident due to the speed of cars on two separate occasions. It was added 

onto the minutes last year for a “SLOW” sign to be painted onto the road.  The Clerk has reported 

this again and Councillor Kiddle-Morris is going to add this onto the highways list to be actioned in 

April.  

The clerk received an email from a parishioner who was interested in the work of a Police         

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and its potential for Mileham.  The parishioner had invited the local 

Police Liaison Officer to attend the latest Parish Council meeting. Due to the late notice to the Parish 

Council of this and the fact that we could not widely publicised their attendance, the visit did not 

take place. It was suggested that the parishioner should liaise with the Police to take the matter  

10 Matters for next meeting (not for discussion) 

 The Councillors would like Wi-Fi at the village hall to be added.  

  

   

To Confirm that the next meeting of Mileham Parish Council is to be held on TUESDAY 10th March 

2020 at 7.30pm at Mileham Village Hall  

 

 

 

Meeting Closed 8.50 



 

 

 

FINANCE: 01.01.2020    

Balances:-    

     

Business Premium Account.     

 Balance at 29.02.2020   £8,615.50 

     

     

     

     

Community Account.     

 Balance at 31.01.2020   £2,210.04 

 

Less Cheques 
authorised    £290.11 

     

 

Balance at 31st Jan 
2020   £1,919.93 

     

     

     

 Cheques for authorisation    

     

Cheque 
number  Cheque payable to Reason for Payment 

Cheque 
amount   

731 D.K.Secker, Salary 16 hours @ £10.16 = £162.56 £130.16  

732 HMRC HMRC £32.40  

733 D.K.Secker Dog Bin Signs £23.92  
734 zurich Insurance Insurance renewel 27th March £322.68   
735 NPTS Norfolk Training £70.00   

     

     

     

     
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


